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USING “MED” TO GET THE MOST 
OUT OF A

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE CONSULTATION
By Attorney Carolay Vargas

 When doctors take the 
Hippocratic oath they 
swear to “first do no 
harm.” When doctors 

do not live up to that, you are injured as a result.  People 
in this dilemma need assistance from a medical malprac-
tice attorney to review their potential claim.  The more 
information you provide the attorney, the better claim 
review you will have.  Getting help is the first step.  Once 
you have a medical malpractice consultation, the best 
way to get the most out of it is to remember the phrase 
MED, which stands for Medical records, Explanation 
and Dates of service.
 Medical records are the most important piece of evi-
dence in determining if you have a claim.   A l t h o u g h 
it is not required you have medical records at your ini-
tial consultation, having them is advantageous.  Patients 
have a legal right to obtain copies of their medical re-
cords at little or no cost.  If a patient needs the records for 
continuing care, they should be provided free of charge.  
Medical records give the consulting attorney a deeper 
understanding of your potential claim.  Having these re-
cords readily available speeds up the overall investiga-
tive process.  We recommend you get these records on a 

CD or PDF format for easy access.  
 Your story is extremely important, so Explain to the 
attorney in as much detail as possible what occurred.  We 
recommend you write a narrative or timeline of events in 
question.  Give names of providers, dates of the incident, 
medical procedures, surgery dates, comments made to 
you by providers and date of death, if applicable.
 The Dates of service, injury or death are crucial to 
analyzing your potential claim.  THERE IS A STATUTE 
OF LIMITATIONS AS TO HOW LONG YOU HAVE TO 
FILE A MEDICAL MALPRACTICE CLAIM.   If you in-
tend to pursue any claim against a health care provid-
er or facility, you must do so within two (2) years from 
the date of the alleged medical malpractice, or two (2) 
years from the date you discovered, or should have dis-
covered, the alleged medical malpractice, not to exceed 
four (4) years from the date of the incident.  The Statute 
of Limitations for a claim for wrongful death is two (2) 
years from the date of death.  So, if you believe you have 
a potential medical malpractice claim, regardless of what 
your current situation is, do not delay! 
 Call us today at 1-800-332-1992 for a free consultation  
and remember MED!

CAROLAY VARGAS, ESQ.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

 Attorney Carolay Vargas works in the Medical Malpractice division of Q Auto & Injury Attorneys as a trial attorney.  
Attorney Vargas graduated from the University of South Florida with a Bachelor of Arts in Criminology and a minor in 
English Literature.  She earned her Juris Doctorate (J.D.) degree from Western Michigan University Cooley Law School, 
Tampa Bay Campus, in Florida in 2016.
 Attorney Vargas is a former prosecutor from Hillsborough County and has extensive litigation experience.  She 
brings her trial experience to Q Auto & Injury Attorneys to zealously advocate on behalf of our clients.
 Attorney Vargas is a Board Member and volunteer of ARE YOU SAFE, a non-profit organization committed to help-
ing victims of domestic violence.  She is available for consultations and is fluent in English and Spanish.



SLIP/TRIP AND FALL INJURIES 
IN BUSINESSES: 

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW
By Attorney James Davis

Businesses are requird to 
keep conditions safe for 
their customers, called 
“business invitees.”  As 
a business invitee, you 

have a right to feel safe and secure in the business. Acci-
dents happen!  Businesses may have hidden or obvious 
dangers, which may cause injury.  Often, they will claim it 
was your fault you were injured, or that the injuries were 
in existence prior to the fall.
 If an attorney contacts the business immediately 
after the fall, they should demand any surveillance foot-
age be set aside and stored.
 When approaching a business, be aware of your sur-
roundings.  If it is raining outside, there is a good chance 
both the pavement, as well as the floor inside, are wet.  If 
you slip or fall while inside, they will point to the shoes 
you were wearing or argue you should have been looking 
where you were going.
 A hurdle for slip and fall injuries is proving the 
business owner knew or should have known a danger-
ous condition existed.  The business owner is going to 
blame you for your fall.  What caused you to fall?  If it 
is a liquid, look to see which color it is or whether it is 
clear.  If it is water and the water is dirty, it is likely the 

water was there for a long enough time for an employee 
to become aware of the dangerous condition.  If the water 
is clear, it may have been recently spilled or has recently 
leaked.  This may indicate the employee(s) who oversaw 
maintaining the area did not see the dangerous condi-
tion.  Look around to see whether there are any track 
marks from shoes or shopping carts.  This indicates the 
substance has been there long enough for others to walk 
through.  Look for any witnesses and employees and 
ask for their contact information.  It is very unlikely an 
employee will openly blame the store, but that employee 
may later be terminated and no longer have incentive to 
protect their former employer.  
 If you fall over a parking stop, check to see wheth-
er the stop was clearly visible, was in disrepair or had 
been painted.  Paint can fade, especially when directly 
exposed to sunlight, or to large amounts of traffic.  Busi-
ness and property owners have a duty to keep areas out-
side their premises safe. Business owners have a duty to 
maintain their stores in a safe condition.  If the business 
owners failed to correct a dangerous condition which 
they knew, or should have known existed, they may be 
the legal cause for your injuries! 
 Call us at 1-800-332-1992 for a free consultation for 
any slip/trip and fall injuries in business!

JAMES C. DAVIS, JR., ESQ.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

 Attorney James C. Davis, Jr., handles premises liability cases, car crashes, bicycle crashes and pedestrian crashes 
at Q Auto & Injury Attorneys.  Born and raised in New York, Mr. Davis graduated from Hofstra University where he 
played on the school’s football team from 1998 through 2002.  In 2001, his team won the Atlantic 10 Football Cham-
pionship.  Several of his teammates went on to become Super Bowl Champions.  Mr. Davis graduated with a degree 
in Fine Arts, with a concentration in painting and a minor in communications.
 After graduating, Mr. Davis  played professional arena football for the New York Dragons, the Hawaiian Island-
ers, and the Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Pioneers.  He also coached the Middletown High School varsity football team for 
several years.
 After moving to Tampa, Mr. Davis worked for the Hillsborough County Clerk of Court while attending Florida 
A&M University College of Law where he was a Dean’s List recipient.  Mr. Davis is admitted to practice in the United 
States Federal Court Middle District and Northern District of Florida and has experience in multiple fields of law.  Mr. 
Davis volunteers for many organizations including:  Wills for Heroes, Bay Area Legal Services,  Domestic Violence 
and Family Shelters, and several organizations for children.
 Attorney Davis is available for consultations and can be reached at 1-800-332-1992.



Going to college, I knew what I wanted.  I am 
good in math and science leading me into me-
chanical engineering.  I have always made it a 
goal to be the top student in my math classes.  
Choosing mechanical engineering was a major 
decision; it is one of the most difficult degrees.  My dad, an en-
gineer, inspired me to be one.  It has enabled me to be skillful 
at knowing how to manage my time and has made me a more 
disciplined student.  I cannot imagine myself having any other 
degree.  I hope to receive a master’s in biomedical engineering.  
Since I was very young, I wanted to make a difference in this 
world.  Being in a career where I can make an impact to help 
people is my ultimate goal.  I have been interested in the medical 
field either involving prosthetics or cancer research or getting a 
job in a technical field where I can assist with environmental im-
provements and energy conservation.  I know that a mechanical 
engineering degree from USF will be invaluable. 

RACHEL DeCHIARA
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JORDANE McCALLA
Jordane is a sophomore at USF and is 
majoring in Computer Engineering.  
He is a member of the Society of Au-
tomotive Engineers and is preparing 
for its yearly competitions.  He enjoys 
working on personal electrical proj-
ects and doing mechatronic research 

and focusing on electrical and mechanical engineer-
ing.  Jordane’s goals include mechatronic controls and 
computer vision research. He hopes to continue his in-
terest in physics, mathematics, teaching/tutoring, and 
music composition.

WYATT PANACCIONE
I have always wanted to pursue mechanical 
engineering given my love of math coupled 
with my interest in NASCAR and Formula 
1.  In college, I joined SAE [Society of Au-
tomotive Engineers] to pursue a job in the 
automotive industry.     As a result of the 
loss of a loved one, I have started a charita-
ble foundation (Logan’s Love) and decided 
I would create a career path for the benefit of others.  Re-
search and science provided such a path.  After transferring 
to USF, I took Dr. Wang’s materials class, and he assigned a 
research proposal paper.  I had never read an article from a 
scientific journal, but the subject of Si Nanowires for battery 
cathodes piqued my inquisitive mind.  After hours, I sought 
out Dr. Wang’s counsel and he invited me to join his research 
group, and happily, I have been under Dr. Wang’s tutelage 
ever since.  Despite difficult obstacles, my desire to change 
the world through engineering was possible thanks to my 
undergrad experience, the opportunity to perform research 
with Dr. Wang, and the wonderful people at Q Motorsports!

Q MOTORSPORTS RACE TEAM enjoyed a test day at 
Sebring International Speedway with race cars: 2007 As-
ton Martin, 1953 Nash Healey and 1959 MGA.  The team 
is preparing for the 2021 Vintage racing season at the Pitts-
burgh Vintage Grand Prix and Lime Rock Park, Connecti-
cut.Crew (l-r) James Morris, Len “Q” McCue (driver), 
Chuck Parker and wife Jeanne, and Chad Kiser and wife 
Amanda. 

BECCA MONOPOLI DRIVER OF THE #59 Pro Truck 
(center), with parents Rita and Tom at Showtime Speed-
way winner of the 2020 Pro Truck Championship 11/2020.

WINNERS ANNOUNCED 
2020-2021

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING AT USF
Q MOTORSPORTS  

FAMILY SCHOLARSHIPS

The University of South Florida (USF) and the Q 
Motorsports Family together offer undergraduate 
scholarships to degree-seeking students attending 
USF with a preference for students majoring in 
Engineering.  The Q Motorsports Family is spon-
sored by the law firm of Q Auto & Injury Attor-
neys, Leonard and Barbara McCue, plus a number 
of other donors.  This scholarship is available to 
students who have an interest in motorsports rac-
ing.  For information regarding this scholarship go 
to http://usf.edu/engineering/, then select under-
graduate, then scholarships.

Q MOTORSPORTS 
NEWS
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FREE $25 GAS CARD TO THE FIRST FIFTY PEOPLE WHO 
ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS

Name the attorney at Q Auto & Injury Attorneys who handles slip and fall cases. Name two students who 
won the USF/Q Motorsports Scholarship. Name the race car driver who won the Pro Truck Champion-
ship.  CALL 1-800-332-1992.  (Limit one per household).

 Free App

Q AUTO & INJURY ATTORNEYS STAFF shown with 
Salvation Army’s Juan Guadalupe, Major Commander and 
Kelly French, Director of Community Relations/Develop-
ment.  The Q staff donated food and cash to the Manatee 
County Salvation Army to assist with their programs and 
services. The organization provides daily evening meals to 
the community, offers overnight shelter, and assists moti-
vated families seeking security and stability in their lives 
through the Pathway of Hope program.

 Did you see the BIGREDBUS BLOOD DONATION 
at the Q Auto & Injury law office this spring?
 The staff at QAauto & Injury Attorneys participated 
in a blood drive.  The donated blood helps trauma, surgery 
and cancer patients in local hospitals.
 For more information on how to donate, go to www.
Oneblood.Org.


