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POKEMON GO! WHILE DRIVING!
By Attorney Edward Izquierdo
Pokémon Go!, a game for your cell
phone where you catch virtual cartoon
animals called Pokemon in the real world,
took the world by storm in July. Although
the initial number of people playing the
game has shrunk, there are still tens of millions of people playing.
The scary thing? Tens of THOUSANDS of people are playing
while driving!
A recent study published in the Journal of the American
Medical Association states researchers were able to locate instances where drivers said, on Twitter, they were driving and trying to
catch Pokémon at the same time. This also means THEY WERE
ON TWITTER WHILE DRIVING!
While distracted driving is not new, it seems to be a bigger
problem now more than ever before. There used to be a time
when the only distraction was a radio. Now, drivers have Pokémon, GPS, Facebook, Twitter, Snapchat, Instagram, text
messages, and phone calls, just to name a few.

With all these people
driving while distracted, what
can you do? DO NOT BE
ONE OF THEM. Do not
pick up your phone while
driving. No Pokémon sighting is so important you should take your eyes off the road. That
split second you look at your screen can be the difference between
realizing someone stopped short in front of you, or smashing into
the back of their car.
When driving, focus on the road. Look for pedestrians, watch
how others are driving, and pay attention to traffic signals. There
is no way to avoid a potential crash if you’re trying to “Catch ‘em
all”!
If you are the victim of a distracted driver, give us a call at
1-800-332-1992. We can help!

THE DOCTOR IS NOT ALONE
By Attorney Sandra L. Bucha
We receive many calls from
clients who believe their doctor
committed medical malpractice
because they were improperly
treated or diagnosed. However,
in many of these cases, it is not
the doctor alone who is responsible but, rather, it is the attending nurse or nurses at the hospital or in the office, a radiologist who improperly interprets an imaging study, or an
anesthesiologist who improperly administers a sedative prior
to surgery, who jointly bear responsibility for the medical error. The doctor is not off the hook and his or her staff, or attending hospital personnel, may be responsible as well.
Your doctor will make most of the decisions regarding your
care and course of treatment. You have come to trust your doctor
as the one who holds your life in his or her hands. While it is the
doctor who is the “captain of your ship” and directs all of your
medical care, your doctor also relies upon information relayed to
him by his nurses during office visits, radiologists when interpreting studies, staff when taking medical histories or recording notes
from telephone calls and the like. He/she will therefore often
recommend a further study, or not recommend a further study,

based upon this information. If your doctor does not receive
the proper information or history, or record of your complaints, your doctor may not order that lifesaving test you
or your family member so desperately need. As a result, your
cancer diagnosis may be delayed, your kidney disease may
not be timely treated and on and on. If the delay is caused by
the radiologist, the nurse, or the anesthesiologist, your doctor, AND these other providers, may all be liable to you for
your injuries or loved one’s death.
A nurse at a medical facility or hospital may also be jointly
liable for medical malpractice when they do not properly assess
a patient, when they misread a medication order, or when they
administer the wrong amount or wrong type of medication. A
radiologist may be jointly liable for reading a study and not detecting a cancerous lesion. On the surface you may believe it is
the doctor who committed the malpractice when, in reality, it is
the nurse or radiologist whose own individual action, or inaction,
has led to your injuries. If a nurse or radiologist commits the
error, the facility or hospital can also be held accountable as
the nurse and/or the radiologist act as agents of the facility or
the hospital.
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LOW-BALL OFFERS AND
YOU DIDN’T CAUSE THE CRASH
By Attorney Derek A. Reams

Each and every day we get
low-ball offers from insurance
companies that we have to discuss with our clients. These offers are often well below what our client owes for medical bills,
lost wages, property damage and out of pocket expenses and they
are on cases where the other driver caused the crash! When we
discuss these low-ball offers with a client, generally the response
we receive is, “Why are they offering so little, the other driver
caused the crash?” The answer to this common question is simple, INSURANCE COMPANIES ARE IN THE BUSINESS
OF KEEPING YOUR MONEY FOR THEIR PROFITS! Insurance companies are not your friend, they do not exist to help
you in your time of need, they do not have your best interests in
mind and they want to keep their money as long as they possibly
can. This is true even when you were not at fault for the crash.
In Florida, just because another driver causes a crash does
not mean the other driver’s insurance company is responsible for
your injuries. Florida law also requires proof the crash caused
your injuries being claimed and proof those injuries caused
damages to you such as medical expenses, wage losses, pain
and suffering, etc. In support of their low-ball offers, insurance
companies use things like, the vehicle property damage is minimal therefore your injuries must be minimal; you didn’t go to
the Emergency Room until the next day; you haven’t continued
treating for your injuries; you have prior injuries or (my personal
favorite) YOU ARE OLD! Speaking of the emergency room, a

little known fact is if you don’t go to the
emergency room shortly after the accident, the insurance company will say
you did not suffer an “emergency medical condition”. The insurance company
will then reduce your Personal Injury Protection benefits
from the $10,000 you paid a premium for to $2,500 total
for paying your medical bills! That’s why we strongly recommend you go to the emergency room or emergency walk-in
clinic shortly after the accident.
So what can you do to turn the low-ball offer being made
on your case to an offer that compensates you for what you have
gone through? This question also has a simple answer, CALL US
RIGHT AWAY AND LISTEN TO WHAT WE TELL YOU
TO DO! Here are examples of things you can do: if you can
safely do so, take pictures of the cars at the scene of the crash
and any skid marks or debris on the roadway; take photos of any
bruising, cuts, scars you suffer from your injuries; keep a journal of how the crash happened, when your injuries began and
prior injuries you have had; give doctors your complete medical history because this is where insurance companies typically
use prior injuries or treatments against you; continue treating for
your injuries as long as the doctors tell you to do so.

Remember, we are here to help you get the results
you deserve for your injuries so call us anytime at 1-800332-1992.

The Doctor Is Not Alone - continued
Our office will try to find all of the individual providers who
may be responsible for medical errors. It is often not just one
provider but a host of additional providers—including nurses, radiologists, anesthesiologists, and the like, who may be
at fault. We will pursue your claim so all who may have contributed to your injuries, or your loved one’s death, will be held
accountable. This is an extremely difficult and challenging area
of law and, though we are unable to help everyone who has been
harmed, we do our best to determine the identities of all liable
providers involved in the potentially negligent care. Please give
us a call at 1-800-332-1992 and we will answer any questions
you may have regarding your potential claim.
ST. PETE YACHT CLUB CAR SHOW
(Top) Attorney Derek Reams and Sandra Milhoan with pets Sasha and Ellie. Attorney Reams 1969 Camaro won a trophy for his
class. (below) Attorney Len “Q” McCue showed his 1937 LaSalle.

Our staff collected food donations for the Food Bank of Manatee County.
Nearly 50,000 individuals in Manatee County are food insecure, of which
17,940 are children. Our staff was happy to support this worthy cause by collecting food and other needed items to help the citizens of Manatee County.
For more information: www.foodbankofmanatee .org. Call (941) 747-4655.
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Leonard “Q” McCue with crew members, Chuck Parker, James Morris and James Glover, crew chief with his 1952 Nash Healey and 1959
MGA at the Pittsburgh International Speedway.

WINNER 2016/17 Q MOTORSPORTS
SCHOLARSHIP AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA

RISHUV MITTAL has been awarded the Q Motorsports Scholarship for the 2016/17 academic year.
Rishuv is majoring in Mechanical Engineering and
contributes time to USF’s Society of Automotive Engineers. Rishuv says, “I would like to kindly take this
opportunity to express my sincere gratitude for your
contribution towards my higher education. This scholarship will help me reduce my financial burdens and
pursue my career. Your scholarship provided me with
a source of encouragement to follow my dream, and
it will also help me earn my credentials in Mechanical
Engineering. My passion for mechanical engineering
is solely based on my love for automobiles, and your
scholarship encouraged me to participate more in the
club “Society of Automotive Engineers” and build cars
from scratch. I am short of words and would like to
thank you once again for your generosity which means
a lot to me. And thank you for supporting USF Engineering because without scholarship donors like you,
who are willing to support education, students such as
myself won’t be able to pursue their dreams.”
Cole Partelo,
Winner’s Circle,
Southern Pro
AmTruck Series
Sebring Raceway,
sponsored by
Q
Auto & Injury
Attorneys.

Donnie Burkhalter, Southern Pro Am Truck Series, Winner’s Circle,
Orlando Speed World, sponsored by Q Auto & Injury Attorneys.

Q Motorsports displayed race cars at the Gamble Mansion Car Show,
a benefit for Manasota S.O.L.V.E. (l-r) John Stewart; Jill Marie, Marketing Q Auto & Injury Attorneys; Attorney Derek Reams, Stacey
Schamber, Office Manager, Attorney Ben Kitterman, Attorney Maria Kwak, and Marc Kemick.

Jacob “Jake” Berkevich, #30 Sportsman Citrus County Speedway,
sponsored by Q Auto & Injury Attorneys.

Q Auto & Injury Attorney’s staff celebrated Thanksgiving Leonard “Q” McCue, Austin Ramsey (driver), James Glovlunch at Millers Amish Restaurant in Bradenton. Our staff er, crew chief and Vicki Ramsey, mom & crew, shown at
is available to answer your legal questions for free! Call us at Showtime Speedway for the truck racing series.
1-800-332-1992.
WIN$$$WIN$$$WIN$$$WIN$$$WIN$$$WIN$$$WIN$$$WIN$$$WIN$$$
Free $25 Gas Cards to the first 50 people who can answer this quiz: Name three professionals besides a
doctor who may be responsible for medical malpractice in addition to the doctor. When should you go
to the emergency room after a car accident and why? Name three Tampa Bay racetracks that offer circle
track racing. CALL 1-800-332-1992! (Limit one per household)
“THE HIRING OF A LAWYER IS AN IMPORTANT DECISION AND SHOULD NOT BE BASED SOLELY UPON ADVERTISEMENTS. BEFORE YOU DECIDE,
ASK US TO SEND YOU FREE WRITTEN INFORMATION ABOUT OUR QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE.” 112016
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