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DO I HAVE A 
MEDICAL MALPRACTICE CLAIM?

Florida laws make it difficult to pursue medical malpractice claims. 
Our law firm can help you. 

By Attorney Sandra L. Bucha

  You have read articles 
about demands for medical 
malpractice reform throughout 

the country.  Florida justifies these demands by claiming 
reform will reduce the costs of medical care. In fact, 
reform has  not reduced costs, but has resulted in 
protecting bad doctors. Reforms have resulted in laws 
which make it almost impossible to successfully sue 
medical providers for even the most severely injured 
individuals. Even more tragically, families of patients 
who have died as a result of medical negligence are 
often unable to recover anything under our unfair, 
unjust medical malpractice system.
 If an individual has died as a result of medical 
negligence, the law requires that person have a 
spouse or have a child under the age of 25.  If this 
requirement is not met, there can be absolutely no claim 
for damages even if it is clear the provider committed 
medical negligence!  We get calls from surviving adults 
who have been told their 85 year old, widowed parent 
died as a direct result of a doctor’s negligence.  Though 
we understand the pain and suffering an adult child 
experiences as a result of the loss of the parent due to 
medical negligence, we have to tell them there is no 

claim we can pursue because of Florida’s unfair medical 
malpractice laws. For those who have survived injuries 
from medical malpractice, before any action can be 
brought, it is necessary they suffered a significant, 
consequential, and permanent injury. The process 
of pursuing these claims is difficult.  Many law firms 
refuse to handle medical malpractice claims knowing 
these claims are expensive and the process involved is 
very complex. Medical records have to be acquired and 
experts hired to review these records.  Then, there is a 
complicated formal process of notifying the medical 
provider before any lawsuit can be filed.  After review, 
it often becomes necessary to drop the claim, even after 
the law firm has already spent thousands of dollars.  
This is the reason many law firms will not accept 
medical malpractice claims.
 Despite the challenges we face, Q Auto and Injury 
Attorneys is devoted to trying to help!  Call us at 1-800-
332-1992 if you believe you or someone you know 
has suffered a medical malpractice claim.  We will 
answer your questions!  As the lead medical malpractice 
attorney, I have long-term experience with these cases 
and will be able to advise you if you have a claim.  The 
initial consultation is free. CALL!

Destini Decinti, Punta Gorda Giselle Frank, Bradenton Tessa Stone, Orlando
Congratulations to the 3 coloring contest winners from our last newsletter.  Thank you to all who participated in the beautiful 
colorings for the victims of Hurricane Sandy.  All drawings were sent to Mayor Michael Bloomberg to share with the residents who 
suffered losses during the storm. “Thank you for your great artwork & kind wishes!” Mayor Bloomberg, New York.



 Attorney Derek A. Reams has 
become a Florida Board Certified 
Trial Lawyer.  Attorney Reams earned 
certification because of his extensive 
trial experience and recommendations 
from other lawyers and judges, as 
well as passing the rigorous Florida 
Certified Trial lawyer exam.  Being 
Board Certified is a distinction held 

by less than 7% of Florida lawyers.
 Attorney Reams is the Chief Trial Attorney for 

McCue, Reams and Associates, Leonard A. McCue, 
P.A. in Bradenton, Florida.   Attorney Reams, a Florida 
native born in Tallahassee, received his undergraduate 
degree in May 1997 in Criminal Justice from the University 
of Southern Mississippi where he was also a scholarship 
baseball player and two-time  Academic  All-American.  
After receiving his degree, he worked for the Florida 

I’M DEAD! DON’T PAY!
By Attorney Leonard A. McCue 

 It isn’t bad enough you’re mourning 
the loss of a loved one, but then comes 
the phone call.  You are informed by 
the caller your dead relative owes a bill 
which you are asked to pay.  In most 
cases, survivors of a dead relative 
are not required to pay the bill of a 
deceased relative.  But, you say, the 
deceased was in the hospital before they 

passed and now there is a substantial medical bill due.  You 
are not responsible to pay the medical bill of the deceased 
unless you sign an agreement to do so with the hospital.  
This is why I tell people be careful what you sign when 
admitting a relative to the hospital.  Be sure the form does 
not obligate you as an individual to pay the bill!  It doesn’t 
make any difference if it’s your own spouse.  Just provide the 
hospital with the insurance information, or if there isn’t any 
insurance, tell the hospital your relative will sign their own 
information form when able to do so.
 Unfortunately, a new industry of debt collectors has 
cropped up, many of them owned by lawyers.  Because the 
caller informs you they are calling from a lawyer’s office, they 
may frighten you into paying a debt you have no moral, 
ethical or legal responsibility to pay.  They may tell you, in 
fact you may know, the deceased had substantial credit card 
debts when they passed.  You are not responsible to pay 

any credit card bills of the deceased unless you are an 
approved user of the credit card.  Debt collectors often 
work for credit card companies calling you to make those 
payments and offering to help you by setting up monthly 
payments to pay the debt. Don’t do so!
 What about the mortgage on the deceased’s property?  
If you don’t wish to keep the property, you don’t have 
to make the mortgage payments.  If you wish to keep the 
property, and it was the deceased’s homesteaded property, the 
bank can only expect you will make the regular mortgage 
payment until the mortgage is paid off.  
 When people ask me for advice concerning making their 
own funeral arrangements, I suggest they do so themselves.  
This is because they are responsible for paying for the funeral 
arrangements, not any of their survivors.  
 Just to show you how far some companies have gone to 
collect payments from survivors, if they detect the person 
they are speaking to is highly emotional, they refer them to 
grief counseling. Then a week or so later they contact them 
again in an attempt to collect the debt they are probably not 
responsible to pay for in the first place.
 Please remember if you hold a power of attorney from 
the deceased, it is no longer valid upon their death.  If you 
have any questions about any of the above, please call 
1-800-332-1992 and speak to us for a free consultation.  
We are here for you during your difficult time.

ATTORNEY DEREK A. REAMS EARNS THE
FLORIDA CERTIFIED TRIAL LAWYER DESIGNATION

Department of Law Enforcement before deciding to attend 
law school at the University of Mississippi (Ole Miss).  
During the time he attended law school, Attorney Reams 
worked with the Leon County Sheriff ’s Office as a reserve 
deputy sheriff. 

After graduating from law school with honors in 
December 2001, Attorney Reams worked as an Assistant 
State Attorney for the Sixth Judicial Circuit in Pinellas 
County, Florida. In the three years he worked as a 
Prosecutor, Attorney Reams had over forty-five jury trials 
involving cases such as armed robbery, burglary with 
battery, drug trafficking, home invasion robbery, aggravated 
assault, witness tampering, dealing in stolen property, 
grand theft, sale and possession of drugs and DUI.  In the 
over twenty jury trials for McCue, Reams and Assoc., 
Attorney Reams has been successful in obtaining 
multiple six-figure verdicts for his clients against major 
insurance companies.
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The University of South Florida, Society of Automotive Engi-
neers, presented their Formula 2013 Race Car that will com-
pete with other universities throughout the year.  

Q Motorsports Family Scholarship winner Cameron Daniels 
is using his Q Scholarship award to enroll at Sarasota County 
Technical Institute (SCTI) in the firefighter training pro-
gram.  Cameron graduated from Venice High School in June 
2013.  He also completed the EMT class at SCTI.  Cameron 
plans to pursue a career as a firefighter/emergency medical tech-
nician.

Q MOTORSPORTS NEWS

Attorney Leonard A. McCue at the 2013 St. Pete Grand Prix 
raced his 1979 Pontiac Firehawk race car shown in the Historical 
Racing Group.  Shown with crew James Morris, James Glover 
(Team Manager) and Chuck Parker.

Leonard McCue and Robert Yoho, owner of Showtime Speedway. 
For racing schedule, go to www.showtimespeedway.us.

Attorneys Derek Reams, Chris Nigro and Leonard McCue enjoy 
Showtime Speedway racing events.

Sandra Milhoan and Jill Marie, Marketing representative, Q 
Auto & Injury Attorneys enjoy the crowd at the SHOWTIME 
SPEEDWAY.

For information about USF/Q Motorsports Scholarships
go to http://www2.eng.usf.edu/studentservices/

scholarship.htm

WINNERS 2013 UNIVERSITY 
OF SOUTH FLORIDA

Q MOTORSPORTS SCHOLARSHIPS!

ALAN BENDIS - Alan is a sophomore in Mechanical 
Engineering at USF.  He helped design and build a 
competition Formula car with the Society of Automotive 
Engineers.  He is a member of the USF chapters of 
Florida Engineering Society and the American Society 
of Mechanical Engineers.  Alan volunteers at a number 
of community service organizations including the 
Special Olympics, Habitat for Humanity and the local 
VA Hospital.  

DANE BARDROFF - Dane is a senior in Mechanical 
Engineering at USF.  He is a member of USF’s American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers, Electrathon, Robotics 
Interest Group, American Institute of Chemical Engineers 
and Biomedical Engineering Society. Dane volunteers at 
a number of social organizations including the Majical 
Miniatures Animal Sanctuary, American Red Cross, and 
the Sarasota Humane Society. 
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“THE HIRING OF A LAWYER IS AN IMPORTANT DECISION AND SHOULD NOT BE BASED SOLELY UPON ADVERTISEMENTS. BEFORE YOU DECIDE, 
ASK US TO SEND YOU FREE WRITTEN INFORMATION ABOUT OUR QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE.” 72013
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WIN FREE GAS CARDS!

$$$Look for details$$$

If you wish to be removed from our mailing list, please call 1-800-332-1992 or e-mail info@QLaw.com.

WIN$$$WIN$$$WIN$$$WIN$$$WIN$$$WIN$$$WIN$$$WIN$$$WIN$$$
Free $25 Gas Cards to the first 20 people who can answer this quiz: What designation did Attorney Reams 
just receive from the Florida Bar? What cases does Attorney Sandra Bucha handle for our law firm? What 
year and make car did Attorney McCue race at the 2013 St. Pete Grand Prix? 

CALL 1-800-332-1992!  (Limit one per household)

Q AUTO & INJURY ATTORNEYS  enjoyed a luncheon 
celebrating Professional Assistant’s day at the Bradenton Country 
Club.  Our experienced staff is available to answer your legal 
questions and help you with your case. CALL 1-800-332-1992 
for a free initial consultation.

Q Motorsports Team Manager, James Glover (center) raced his 
Late Model in the Late Model series at Full Throttle Speedway.  
James finished in the top 10.  Thank you to the race crew! For 
racing schedule, go to www.fullthrottleracepark.com.

AUTO ACCIDENT?
CALL US NOW FOR 

A FREE
CONSULTATION
1-800-332-1992


