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UBER AND LYFT:
ARE YOU COVERED IN A CRASH?
By Attorney Edward Izquierdo

Uber and Lyft are
quite popular. These
services (also known as
“ridesharing”) swept the
world, causing regulation
to play a game of catchup and has left people
wondering if they are
protected in the event of a crash?
If you are a passenger in an Uber or Lyft, YOU
ARE PROTECTED. As a rideshare passenger you
should be covered by a $1,000,000 liability policy if
the rideshare driver is at fault for the crash. If your
rideshare driver is NOT at fault, you may be covered
by the rideshare company’s uninsured motorist (UM)
policy. This amount can range from $20,000 to $250,000
depending on the rideshare company.
Things become a bit more complicated if you are
the rideshare driver. IF YOU ARE THE DRIVER,
INSURANCE COVERAGE IS A BIG MAYBE!
Rideshare companies have different coverage “tiers”. If you
have the rideshare app turned off, you are covered by your
own insurance. Once you enable the rideshare app, you
may be covered by $50,000 bodily injury coverage,
and $25,000 in property damage. These coverages will
protect you from personal liability in the event you cause a

crash. Finally, from the time you accept a fare on the app, to
the point you drop off your passenger, you may be covered
by bodily injury liability of $1,000,000, comprehensive
and collision coverage, and uninsured motorist protection
ranging from $20,000 to $250,000.
If you are a rideshare driver, YOU NEED TO
INFORM YOUR OWN INSURANCE COMPANY
YOU ARE USING YOUR VEHICLE FOR
RIDESHARES! Your premium may increase, but failing
to inform your insurance company of this fact is grounds for
them to cancel your policy when you need them the most.
You may also want to consider asking your carrier if they
provide rideshare insurance. If they do, this can be an extra
layer of protection in the event of a collision.
While the above information can be helpful, keep
in mind coverage amounts are constantly changing. For
example, over the years, Lyft has reduced their UM coverage
from $1,000,000, down to $250,000, and ultimately to
$20,000. THIS IS WHY IT’S SO IMPORTANT TO HIRE
AN ATTORNEY. We can investigate to find all available
coverage and ensure you’re seeing the correct doctors who
will properly document your injuries so we can prove your
injuries and help you recover the settlement you deserve.
Involved in a crash that involves Uber or Lyft? Give
us a call at 1-800-332-1992! We can help!

Attorney Edward Izquierdo taught fifth graders
at Crestwood Elementary School what attorneys
do and how our country’s judicial system works
at Hillsborough County’s annual Great American Teach-In. Attorney Izquierdo visited each fifth
grade class and had them take part in a mock trial
to get firsthand experience at being an attorney.

FIVE YEAR OLDS SCALE 100 FOOT CLIFF
By Attorney Leonard A. McCue

After the car in which they were riding plunged off
a 100-foot cliff, rolling down into a ravine, two fiveyear old twins climbed out of the broken car and scaled
the 100-foot cliff over which the car had catapulted.
The driver, the father of the two children, was killed
in the crash. The two twins survived the crash and
were in good enough shape to climb back up the
100-foot cliff. They were spotted by a driver passing
by, seeing them standing on the side of the road and
called 911. The miracle of their survival was due to
the fact the father had properly strapped them into
their car safety seats!
The seats satisfied the federal requirements for a
children’s car seat and certainly proved their worth in
this case. The lesson to be taken from this story is if
you are traveling with children YOU MUST BE SURE
THEY ARE SAFELY SECURE IN APPROPRIATE
CAR SEATS!
The type of seat you should consider is determined
by the age and size of the child. Young children should
stay in a REAR FACING SAFETY SEAT as long as
possible. At least until the age of two. The rear
facing seat should be used as long as the child is of a
size where they can fit the seat appropriately.
When the child develops to a point where they

exceed the limits of
the seat, they should
move into a forwardfacing safety seat
secured to the rear
passenger seat with a
harness. Only when
they begin to exceed
the appropriate
forward-facing
seat should they be
moved into a booster seat. The booster seat must be
used with the vehicles lap and shoulder belts. When
the child outgrows the booster seat, only then should
the lap and shoulder belts installed in the vehicle be
used to maintain their safety.
ALWAYS,ALWAYS, ALWAYS be sure your
children are secured safely in the automobile and
not allowed to sit unsecure in the vehicle!
EVEN MORE IMPORTANT IS NEVER EVER
FORGET A CHILD IS ALONE IN A VEHICLE!
One suggestion when transporting your child in
your vehicle, place one of the child’s toys or a stuffed
animal in your lap. When you leave the vehicle you
will remember you have your child with you!

GAP INSURANCE CAN HELP
IN THE EVENT OF A CRASH!

By Attorney Caitlin Finneman
W h e n p u rc h a s i n g o r from making car loan payments in this situation.
leasing a new car, the moment
GAP stands for Guaranteed Asset Protection. GAP
you drive off the lot your new
insurance covers the difference between what a vehicle
vehicle may lose up to 20% of is worth at the time of a claim and the amount you
it’s value. If you make a claim, still owe. GAP insurance only covers total loss from
your insurance policy or the
a covered car crash.
at-fault driver ’s insurance
You can purchase GAP insurance through a
policy will only pay the current market value or
dealership when you buy your new (and sometimes
“actual cash value” of the car. If you bought a new used) vehicle. You may be able to add GAP insurance
Honda for $20,000, the insurance company may only
to your regular auto insurance policy! Call your
think your car is worth $16,000!
insurance agent or insurance company and ask about
This difference in value is a problem if you get GAP coverage and how much it will cost.
into a crash before you pay off your car loan. If it’s
GAP can really help! I strongly recommend
considered a total loss before you pay off the car loan, purchasing it when you buy a new or used car. Make
the insurance company will pay you what your car sure you fully understand what GAP insurance will
is worth, not what you still owe! You could still be
cover in the event of a total loss. We are here to help
making car payments for a car you can no longer drive! you understand GAP insurance and car insurance
This is called being “upside down” on your car loan. coverages in general so you can be properly protected
“GAP” insurance is the way to protect yourself in a car crash. Call us at 1-800-332-1992!
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WINNERS ANNOUNCED 2019-2020!
COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING AT USF
Q MOTORSPORTS FAMILY SCHOLARSHIPS
JOSEPH BRYANT
Joe is a junior at USF in the
College of Engineering majoring
in mechanical engineering. Joe
explained his recent experience
during the summer of 2019: “I was
able to complete an internship
with MasterCraft boats in Vonore,
Tennessee. It was a wonderful
experience during which time I learned a lot and was
able to apply the skills I’ve acquired during my time
at USF on an entirely new boat line. It really solidified
my passion for engineering.”
TYLER SEKOSAN
Tyler is in the College of Engineering
and credits winning the Q Motorsports
Family Scholarship with challenging
him to be a better student and leader
in the Formula Society of Automotive
Engineers at USF. Tyler writes: “I am
now the team captain and suspension
design lead for our team(FSAE), so
this award has helped me focus on not only the design
aspects of building an FSAE car, but to also ensure that
ALL of our members are learning skills that will help them
in their jobs and lives after graduation.”
USF in Tampa has an active organization called
Formula Society of Automotive Engineers where
students contribute their time by participating in the
construction of the 2020 Formula race car that will
compete against other universities across the country.
The team of students organize, manage and fund a
racing team. They design, build and race a small open
wheeled race car against about 500 universities from around
the world.

Becca Monopoli won three championships in 2019.
Shown with her parents Tom and Rita Monopoli.
Becca is sponsored by Q Auto & Injury Attorneys.
Auburndale & New Smyrna Speedway, Pro Truck
Challenge Series and Triple Crown.

Q Auto & Injury Attorneys at the Pinellas Park
Christmas Parade. Jill Marie, Marketing Coordinator,
organized race car drivers, Tri City Kart Club and the
famous Q Auto & Injury Attorneys two-way funny
parade car.

Attorney “Q” McCue (center) drove his 2007 vintage
Aston Martin at a track day event at Sebring International Speedway. Shown with crew Chad Kiser (l-r)
Jeanne and Chuck Parker.

Q Auto & Injury Attorneys staff contributed food,
supplies and volunteered for bell ringing for the Salvatiom Army. Our experienced staff is here to help
you with legal questions. Call 1-800-332-1992.

Attorneys Len “Q”McCue, Sandra Bucha and Derek
Reams participated in the St Pete Yacht Club car show.
Attorney McCue showed his 1953 Sunbeam Alpine
(trophy awarded) and Attorney Reams a 1969 Camaro.

FREE $25 GAS CARD TO THE FIRST FIFTY PEOPLE WHO
ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS

Why did the five year old twins survive the car accident when their car plunged off a 100’ cliff? When do
you need GAP Insurance? Name the two Q Motorsports Family Scholarship winners for 2019?
Call 1-800-332-1992 (Limit one per family).
“THE HIRING OF A LAWYER IS AN IMPORTANT DECISION AND SHOULD NOT BE BASED SOLELY UPON ADVERTISEMENTS. BEFORE YOU DECIDE, ASK US TO SEND YOU FREE WRITTEN
INFORMATION ABOUT OUR QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE.” 01/20
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