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GAP INSURANCE
PROTECT YOURSELF IF YOU FINANCE YOUR CAR!!
You have often heard the
expression, hopefully you
have not used it yourself,
“I am upside-down” in my
car. Though, that doesn’t
mean your car is resting on
its roof, it does mean you
owe more on the car than
it’s worth. Unfortunately, many people, the moment they
drive off the car lot, already owe more on the car than
they just paid for it.
I once had a client buy a brand-new car and, leaving the dealership, was t-boned as he exited the driveway.
The car was totaled! In discussing his case, he told me the
insurance company was going to pay him for his lost car
less money than he owed the bank. Unfortunately, he was
upside-down in his car! How was he supposed to pay the
difference? He was without a car AND he had to pay out
of his own pocket the difference between what the insurance company was paying him and what he owed.
Could he have been saved from that disaster? Yes, if he
had purchased GAP Insurance! GAP stands for Guaranteed Asset Protection. Whenever you consider purchasing a new or used car and are putting down a minimal amount of down payment, or are simply aware that

Attorney Leonard “Q” McCue (right) raced at Lime
Rock Race Park at September’s Historic racing festival in
a 1959 MGA and 1953 Nash Healey; James Glover, crew
chief (left), Charles Parker and James Morris, crew.

By Attorney Leonard A. McCue
under the circumstances you’re going to owe more on the
car than you know it’s worth, you should purchase GAP
insurance. Should your car be totaled in a crash, GAP
insurance will pay the difference between what you owe
and what you receive from the insurance company.
Certain conditions apply, and when purchasing GAP
insurance, you must make sure you clearly understand what
it does and what it doesn’t. One thing it does not do is pay
for any carry-over balances from your trade-in the dealer
has agreed to pay in order to put you in a new car.
Though this is not the only pitfall of GAP insurance, you
should be sure what GAP does do for you is clearly explained by whomever sells it to you. Before you buy a car,
I recommend you speak to your insurance agent about
whether they sell GAP insurance or can recommend an
agency that does. If you decide to purchase it from the
dealer, be sure any exclusions are clearly explained, and
keep in mind, whatever the cost, it will be rolled over
into your loan on which you will be paying interest.
GAP is a lifesaver for a lot of people. I strongly recommend you consider purchasing it when buying a new
car. Make yourself fully aware of what it will cover in the
event of a total loss. If you would like to discuss GAP insurance coverage further, feel free to call. 1-800-332-1992

Q Auto & Injury Attorneys staff toured the James
Museum of Western & Wildlife Art, St. Petersburg.
Our staff is available to answer your legal questions
for free! Call us at 1-800-332-1992.

STATUTES OF LIMITATIONS: HOW LONG DO YOU
HAVE TO PURSUE YOUR CASE?
By Attorney Derek A. Reams
The answer is, it depends on
what type of case you have. Is
it a car crash, medical malpractice, wrongful death, product
liability or slip and fall case?
Deadlines known as the Statute of Limitations do not make
it simple for the person who was
hurt to pursue their legal rights.
For example, in a car crash
case you have four (4) years
from the date of the crash to
sue the at-fault driver. If you have Uninsured/Underinsured
Motorist Coverage on your own car insurance policy, you actually have five (5) years from the date of the crash to sue
your own insurance company for the benefits.It assumes, of
course, you have either recovered all of the money from the
at-fault driver’s insurance or the at-fault driver does not have
liability insurance at all. To make it more confusing, in a scenario where someone is killed in a car crash, the survivors
will only have two (2) years from the date of the crash to file
a lawsuit. Now, to really blow your mind what if you were hit
by a resident of another state or if you were visiting another
state when your were hit? Louisiana and Kentucky, for example, have one (1) year limit for Statutes of Limitations for
general personal injury cases and many states have a 2-year

strict Statute of Limitations deadline. So, as you see, from
what appears to be a simple car crash scenario, there could
be many different deadlines you have to face or your case
will be PERMANENTLY BARRED! Florida Medical Malpractice cases have a two (2) year Statute of Limitations for
a lawsuit to be filed against the negligent medical provider.
When this two (2) year Statute of Limitations starts to run
however, is a very, very significant legal issue in medical malpractice cases. In addition, there are very rare and limited
extensions in medical malpractice cases that could allow a
lawsuit to be filed even after this two (2) year period expires.
The importance of this article is to emphasize the
huge discrepancies in Florida’s laws, and the laws of other
states, that could permanently bar your ability to receive
the appropriate justice for yourself or your loved one. All
too often people are permanently hurt or killed by negligent
drivers, negligent store owners, negligent doctors and negligent products. Don’t let Florida’s laws, or the laws of other
states allow those responsible for these life changing events
to get away with the harm caused to you, your family, your
friends or anyone you know and care about. This is why our
firm is here, to help you and anyone hurt by the negligence
of someone else. To protect your rights and your case, call
our office right away so we can make sure your case is not
barred by Statutes of Limitations. 1-800-332-1992

COLLISIONS WITH SEMI-TRUCKS
By Attorney Edward Izquierdo
Living in Florida, you’re bound to share the road with a
giant semi-truck. They are big, imposing, and downright scary
to share the road with. Ever since we first begin driving, we
are taught to give them space, to watch out for them, and to be
cautious around them.
But, did you know, licensed truck drivers, are supposed to be trained to be cautious around us! That’s right:
truck drivers are told to do everything they can to help
you avoid THEM. When you think about it for a minute, it
makes sense. By definition, a truck begins at 10,000 lbs. and
can weigh as much as 80,000 lbs. To drive something that big,
truck drivers must pass a special driving test. They have a separate manual, a separate set of rules, and a separate license altogether.
What are some of these rules they must know? Well, do
you ever see a truck swing to the left in order to make a right
turn? They aren’t supposed to do that! According to their driving manual, they must keep the rear of their truck as close to
the curb as possible so drivers behind them (drivers like you
and me) do not make the mistake of thinking the truck is turning left and try to get around the right side.
How about this: ever see a truck pulled off to the side of the
road with 3 cones spaced 5 feet apart from each other? That’s
wrong, too! According to their manual, their cones need to be

spaced out at 10 feet, 100 feet and
200 feet from the rear of the truck
if stopped on the side of a divided
highway.
Truckers are trained, or at least
are supposed to be trained, to communicate their presence and their
intentions AT ALL TIMES! They are told numerous times in
their manual to ASSUME OTHERS DO NOT SEE THEM! They
are told to avoid backing up or, if they have no choice but to back
up, to use the assistance of a spotter.
There are many more rules truck drivers must follow to
ensure our safety and theirs. They have state rules, federal
rules, and rules within their own companies that need to be
followed. With all this in mind, you can see a crash with a
truck is NOT THE SAME as a crash with an automobile.
Trucking companies will always say that YOU were at fault
because YOU did not look out for their truck. At Q Auto
& Injury Attorneys, we know even if they’re pointing the
finger at you, to investigate the trucking company’s actions,
training, and background to find out what THEY should
have been doing to prevent the crash.
If you’ve been involved in a collision with a truck, give
us a call! We can help! 1-800-332-1992.

SCHOLARSHIP
Motorsports
NEWS
ily

Q MOTORSPORTS
NEWS

Fam

Our deepest condolences to the family, friends and fans of 24 year
old jet propelled drag racer, Katarina “Kat” Moller. Kat passed
away while racing at Sebring International Raceway in November.
She was a graduate of USF College of Engineering and a recipient
of the Q Motorsports Family Scholarship.

(L-R) Vic Teschel, USF Foundation; Timothy Hublou,
Austin Eubank, Byron Kelley, Attorney Len McCue,
team owner and James Glover, Manager, Q Motorsports, Rich Leyton and Madhup Paliwal.
University of South Florida (USF) engineering students
visited the Q Motorsports Race shop in Pinellas Park
where the Society of Automotive Engineers learned
about all aspects of running a racing program such as
building race cars and setting up a winning race car at
the race track.

James Glover, Driver , Open Wheel Modified race car with fiancé,
Vicki Ramsay, at the Governor’s Cup Race, New Smyrna Speedway, November. James manages the Q Motorsports racing program.

USF/Q MOTORSPORTS SCHOLARSHIP
WINNERS ANNOUNCED
FOR 2018-19 YEAR:
ANTHONY P. DETORRES
“Due to your generosity, I have been able to continue on
my path as a mechaical engineering student with the one
aspiration to work in the automotive industry.”
NATHANIEL SCOTT EWERS
“Because of this scholarship, I will be able
to focus more time on extracurricular activities such as the Society of Automotive
Engineers (SAE) and my course work.
Supporting Engineering students as they
explore their passions is such an amazing thing because
these students will be the leaders and innovators of tomorrow.”
ANDREW WOMBACHER
“Being awarded the Q Motorsports Family Racing Scholarship, as well as touring the (Q Motorsports Team’s) garage, has inspired me to dedicate more time to the design
of the Formula SAE race car that the student organization
‘USF Racing’ builds every year.” 

Becca Monopoli wins the 2018 Pro Truck Racing championship at
Showtime Speedway, sponsored by Q Auto & Injury Attorneys.

Tri-City Kart Club
2017 Champions

Q Auto & Injury Attorneys attended the Salvation Army’s December kick off to the red kettle fund raising campaign. The staff
of Q Auto & Injury Attorneys donated a week to ringing the
Salvation Army bell at the Publix market. Funds are used for
feeding the needy at the local kitchen, housing homeless individuals and families and providing Christmas gifts to families in need.

Q Auto & Injury Attorneys participated in the Pinellas Park
Christmas Parade under the leadership of Jill Marie (center-red coat), Marketing Director, Q Auto & Injury Attorneys. Lots of helpers participated including the Tri-City Kart
Club and Q Auto & Injury Attorneys Edward Izquierdo &
Matthew O’Brien & Paralegal Tracy Adkins-Britt (center).

WIN$$$WIN$$$WIN$$$WIN$$$WIN$$$WIN$$$WIN$$$WIN$$$WIN$$$
Free $25 Gas Cards to the first 50 people who can answer this quiz: What does GAP insurance
stand for? How long do you have to sue the at-fault driver in a car crash (most cases - facts may
vary)? Name one of the 2018-19 Q Motorsports Scholarship winners.
CALL 1-800-332-1992! (Limit one per household)
“THE HIRING OF A LAWYER IS AN IMPORTANT DECISION AND SHOULD NOT BE BASED SOLELY UPON ADVERTISEMENTS. BEFORE YOU DECIDE, ASK US TO SEND YOU FREE WRITTEN
INFORMATION ABOUT OUR QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE.” 01/19
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