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CAN YOU SUE AN ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY?
By Attorney Sandra L. Bucha

When a family member is 
no longer able to live inde-
pendently, families are of-
ten forced to face the fact a 
loved one needs to be placed 
either in a Nursing Home 
or Assisted Living Facility. 
This recogni-

tion is usually made when it has become 
obvious the family member can no longer 
take care of his or her basic needs. They 
may be neglecting their personal hy-
giene or nutrition, becoming more isolat-
ed, can no longer drive, or, in short, they 
may simply no longer safely live alone. 
Agonizing decisions are often made after 
consultation with other family members, 
the family member concerned, and medical providers 
of the family member concerned. We want to place our 
loved one in a facility which will not simply “house” 
our loved one, but one which will provide them with 
the attention and care they deserve. Despite choosing 
the “best” facility, too often they find their loved one is 
severely injured or dies while in the care of the facili-
ty. Many a family has found itself in litigation against 
a facility that has failed to properly care for the patient. 
What is the difference between suing a Nursing Home 
or an Assisted Living Facility? The answers are not that 
simple.

 The federal government highly regulates stan-
dards of care for Nursing Homes. But, there are no 
such standards that apply to Assisted Living Facilities 
and this makes litigating a case involving death or inju-
ry in an Assisted Living Facility more challenging. In a 
Nursing Home, the family member can expect the facil-
ity will be responsible for monitoring, supervising, and 

medicating their loved one. In an Assisted 
Living Facility, the facility aims to provide 
its residents with as much independence 
as is reasonably possible. This does not 
mean one cannot sue an Assisted Living 
Facility, but means the basis for suing may 
not be as clearly definable as in a Nursing 
Home.
 We handle claims against both Assist-
ed Living Facilities and Nursing Homes. 

Some of the more common cases we handle involve falls 
in the facilities which have resulted in severe injury or 
death.
 It is heartwrenching when family members we rep-
resent learn that the death or injury of their loved one 
could have been prevented. We aggressively prosecute 
these cases. The result often brings closure for the 
family and hopefully prevents these tragedies from 
happening in the future. Should you have questions 
as to whether litigation of a claim is possible, give us 
a call at 1-800-332-1992. We will do all we can to help! 
You and your family member are important to us! 

EMERGENCY GLASS BREAKER & SEAT BELT CUTTER
Emergency glass breakers are to be kept in the car for emergency 
situations. If you would like to receive a complimentary emer-
gency glass breaker, just stop by our Bradenton office or call us 
at 1-800-332-1992 & we will mail one to you. Limited supplies.

Attorney McCue and James Glover with 1957 T-Bird 
which won Best of Class at the 2017 St. Pete Yacht Club 
Car Show. James, Q Motorsports Manager, restored the 
T-Bird along with help from James Morris, Ralph Wha-
len and Chad Whalen.
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SOMETIMES A SIMPLE BROKEN ARM
ISN’T SIMPLE

By Attorney Leonard A. McCue

 Parents make 
poor lawyers when it 
comes to representing 
their own children. 
When the parents of a 
young child who had 
broken his arm tried to 
settle the case on their 
own, they were frus-

trated by the insurance company’s attitude! It’s not un-
common for a kid to break an arm, but the parents were 
frustrated that the insurance company was offering to 
settle their claim for a very small amount.
 When the parents came to us, we asked whether 
they were aware of the “Growth Plate” in the child’s 
bones. They said “no”  and said their doctor never 
mentioned it. They assumed their child’s injury was 
a simple broken arm.
 Our investigation led us to find the area of the 
growth plate in the child’s arm had in fact been dam-

aged. Damaging the 
growth plate in a young 
child severely impacts 
the development of the 
child’s bones in that 
area. The child was 
going to be left with a 
long lasting problem 
as his arm developed. 
We were able to settle 
the case for a tremen-
dous amount of money 
because we convinced 
the insurance company this child would have an arm 
that would not appear to be normal and he would suffer 
from the damage for the rest of his life.
 If you have suffered a personal injury as a result of 
someone else’s negligence, please give us a call at 1-800-
332-1992! We can help!

By Attorney Edward Izquierdo

 Every year, we hear about how cars are becoming saf-
er and safer. Cars are being developed that will actually 
be able to drive themselves! Imagine that! A time when 
distracted driving is a thing of the past and our cars will 
be able to get us to our destination safely. That sounds 
great, but the fact is, we are not there yet.
 Statistics recently released by the U.S. Department 
of Transportation show that fatal crashes have increased 
every year since 2014. These facts state 102 auto-related 
deaths were happening per day in 2016, compared to 
only 90 per day in 2014.
 So if our cars are becoming safer, why do deaths 
seem to be rising? Because of us, the drivers.
 Each year since 2014, fatal crashes involving alcohol 
have continued to increase. Similarly, each year since 
2014, the number of people killed in car crashes due to 
not wearing a seatbelt have increased. 2016 saw a total 
of 10,428 people killed because they weren’t wearing a 
seat belt. Considering a seatbelt is in every car and it only 
takes a second or two to put it on, that number is way too 
high. Speeding-related deaths, motorcyclist deaths, and 
pedestrian deaths, have also climbed since 2014, just to 
name a few.
 Of course, not all the statistics are bad. In fact, al-
though the number of fatalities has grown, so has the 
number of those saved by safety features. Seatbelts saved 
14,668 lives in 2016, compared to just 12,801 in 2014. Mo-
torcycle helmets saved 1,859 lives in 2016, compared to 
the 1,673 in 2014.
 However, while the number of those saved is won-

derful to see, we have to 
do our part to make sure 
that number continues to 
increase. Each year we get 
more and more gadgets to 
distract us while driving. 
Each year we hear about 
a new safety feature that 
gives us a false sense of se-
curity when we get in our 
car.
 When on a risky road, remember that the car is a tool. 
It is still something we, the drivers, control to get us from 
one location to another. Use the tool properly. Put that 
seatbelt on when you get in your vehicle! Put that hel-
met on when you get on your motorcycle! Don’t drink 
before you drive, and if you drink, get someone else to 
drive you! We have seen too many wrong way crashes 
happen in the Tampa Bay area in the past few years. As 
cliche’ as it sounds, you do not want to become a statistic!
 So be safe. Take the extra step to protect yourself and 
others you share the road with, because until our cars be-
come truly driverless, we, the drivers, need to make the 
roads safe for everyone.
 No matter how safe we 
are though, others will still 
be negligent. If that time 
comes, give us a call at 1-800-
332-1992 for a free consulta-
tion. We can  help! 
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WINNER 2017/18 Q MOTORSPORTS 
SCHOLARSHIP AT THE UNIVERSITY 

OF SOUTH FLORIDA
 
RISHUV MITTAL has been awarded the  Q Motor-
sports Scholarship for the 2017/18 academic
year. Rishuv is a repeat winner from the prior year 
and continues to excel in the Engineering Program 
at USF. Rishuv writes “I would  kindly like to take 
this opportunity to express my sincere gratitude for 
your contribution toward my higher education.This 
scholarship (Q Motorsports Family) will help me 
reduce my financial burdens and pursue my career.
 Your scholarship provided me with a source of 
encouragement to follow my dream and it will also 
help me earn my credentials in Mechanical Engi-
neering. My passion for mechanical engineering is 
solely based on my love for automobiles and your 
scholarship encouraged me to partipate more in the 
club Society of Automotive Engineers, and build 
cars from scratch.”
 Good luck to Rishuv as he continues to com-
plete his engineering degree at USF!

KATARINA “KAT” MOLLER competed in the De-
cember Night of Fire Snowbird drag racing event at 
Bradenton Motorsports Park. She won the 1st Match! 
Kat was a former winner of the USF/Q Motorsports 
Family Scholarship. She has graduated from USF and 
is working for Radiant Power Corporation in Sarasota, 
FL as an engineer.

James Glover (blue racing suit) drove the #5 Open 
Wheel Modified at the Governor’s Cup Race, New 
Smyrna Speedway.  Crew Members (l-r) Austin Ramsay, 
Jr., JR Meyer, Justin Meyer and Josh Ryan.

Roger Welch (second from left) Driver of the #98 Sports-
man, sponsored by Q Auto & Injury Attorneys,  in the 
Fall Brawl 200 lap race at the Punta Gorda Speedway fin-
ished 9th. Crew (l-r) George Robinson, Len Martin, Rich-
ard Walton, Roger Welch II and Gary Juedes.

Q Auto & Injury Attorney’s and Q Motorsports par-
ticipated in the Pinellas Park Christmas Parade.  Jill 
Marie, Marketing Director, is shown bottom center 
in red Santa Shirt.  Other helpers, top l-r, Melendez 
family, Alora, Rafael(Dad), Isaiah, Sabrina (Mom), 
Layla;  Sondra Smith, Attorney Matt O’Brien, At-
torney Ed Izquierdo and Attorney Len “Q” McCue; 
Bottom l-r , Edette Yancey and Barbara McCue.
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Free $25 Gas Cards to the first 50 people who can answer this quiz: Name two causes of death during 
car crashes; Can you sue an Assisted Living Center for an injury or death caused by negligence? 
Name two attorneys who won trophies showing their cars.  CALL 1-800-332-1992!  (Limit one per household)
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Q Auto and Injury Attorney’s staff volunteered for 
bell ringing fund raising for the Salvation Army at 
Publix Market in Bradenton.  The office is proud to 
support the Salvation Army with their programs to 
feed and house people in need.  Our staff is avail-
able to answer your legal questions for free!  Call 
us at 1-800-332-1992.

Attorney Derek Reams and Sandra Milhoan with 
Attorney Reams’ 1969 Camaro.  The Camaro won 
Best in Class at the 2017 St. Petersburg Yacht Club 
Car Show. Attorney Reams is a Board Certified 
Civil Trial Lawyer in charge of litigation at Q Auto 
& Injury Attorneys. Call 1-800-332-1992 for a free 
consultation about a potential case.


